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From the Editor 
I have heard a number of great sermons in my life. 
Very likely none of them will be included in a collection 
of sermons. There are several reasons this will not 
happen: the preacher was not sufficiently well-known 
and the sermon itself was never committed to writing— 
except upon the hearts and minds of the hearers. And I 
assume that there are many of my readers who recall 
similar sermons—great sermons that never became well-
known. 
There are a few, however, that have become classics 
among great sermons. Such a one is included as the 
initial article—"But When Life Tumbles in, What 
Then?" It is based on Scripture, born out of experience, 
and spoken to the human situation. I suspect that if the 
sermon is read once it will be read again and again. 
The article on page eleven "Does the Church Suffer 
an 'Edifice Complex'?" is not intended to undermine 
fund drives which are underway in a number of our 
congregations. But the questions the author raises do 
deserve our thoughtful and biblical consideration. What 
is usually the first step we take when it is decided to 
establish an extension church in a particular area? We 
purchase a lot for the erection of a building. Then we 
construct a building which we are under pressure to fill 
rather than establish a congregation for which we need to 
find space. As suggested in the editor's note on page 
eleven there are other considerations to the subject. 
We welcome letters and articles. 
The last issue (November 10) went together under a 
bit of time and schedule pressure. Two details were 
omitted for which we would like to make amends and 
offer apologies to those affected. 
The author of the article "Study and Stimulation," 
page nine, was Luke L. Keefer, Sr. As noted in the foot-
note to that article Brother Keefer (and his wife) returned 
to the States for eye surgery. This surgery has been 
performed with apparent success. The Keefers will re-
main for a short furlough. 
The short article on page six entitled "Sounds . . . 
SOUNDS" was by Anita Mcllveen, the wife of the pas-
tor of the Canoe Creek Congregation. The new sound 
to which she referred is now heard in the parsonage 
(see page fifteen of this issue). Congratulations! 
HOW TO GROW 
from back cover 
made creeds and doctrinal formulations to limit the pur-
suit of truth. No such hindrance will be imposed if Christ 
is our point of reference. He is the truth. He does, how-
ever, add His word of warning that truth is for doing, and 
an unwillingness to do will limit our ability to know. 
"Christ Preeminent" is a valid expression of faith as a 
saving and obedient relationship rather than only creedal 
or doctrinal assent. "Christ Preeminent" becomes the 
polestar for a Christian life of discipleship. Over all the 
Christian slogans and voices we need to hear the call, 
"Follow me." 
Messiah needs to be more than just another Christian 
college. She needs to have a Christian character that is 
distinct, developed out of her heritage and her under-
standing of the Christian faith. She must articulate a 
faith that is not the lowest common denominator of 
Christian belief but one that is faithful to the liberty and 
the bondage that is in Christ. Z 
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The first sermon preached by this great Scottish preacher 
following the sudden death of his wife. 
But When Life Tumbles In, What Then? 
ARTHUR JOHN GOSSIP 
/ / thou hast run with the footmen, and they have 
wearied thee, then how canst thou contend with horses? 
and if in the land of peace, wherein thou trustedst, 
they wearied thee, then how wilt thou do in the swelling 
of Jordan? (Jeremiah 12:5). 
Here is a man, musing upon the bewilderments of 
life, who bursts into God's presence, hot, angry, stunned 
by ordering of things. "It is unfair," he cries, "unfair!" 
Then suddenly he feels his heart grow very still. For 
after all, he asks himself, what is it you have to 
complain about? Nothing that everybody does not share. 
Only the usual little rubs and frets and ills of life that 
fall to everyone. And if these have broken through your 
guard, pushed aside your religion, made you so sour and 
peevish and cross towards God—what will happen when, 
sudden, as a shell screaming out of the night, some great 
catastrophe bursts in your life and leaves an emptiness 
where there has been a home, a tumbled ruin of your 
ordered ways, a heart so sore you wonder how it holds 
together? 
If you have caught your breath when splashing 
through the shallow waters of some summer brook, how 
will you fare when Jordan bursts its banks and becomes 
a wild swirl of angry waters? 
Suppose that to you as to Job there leap dreadful 
tidings of disaster. Would you have the grit to pull 
yourself together and to face it as he did? "The Lord 
gave, and the Lord hath taken away; blessed be the name 
of the Lord." 
Suppose that to you as to Ezekiel there comes a day 
when you are given the bleak message: "Son of man, 
behold I take away the desire of thine eyes at a strike: 
yet neither shalt thou weep, nor shall thy tears run 
down. . . . So I spake unto the people in the morning: 
and at even my wife died." 
Suppose it became evident that life was not to give 
what you expected from it, that yours was to be a steep 
and lonely road, that some tremendous sacrifice was to 
be asked of you; could you face it with a shadow of the 
Master's courage and calm? 
For there is no supposing in the matter. To you too in 
your turn these things must come someday. 
Yes, they come. For years and years you and I go our 
sunny ways and live our happy lives, and the rumors of 
these terrors are blown to us very faintly as from a world 
so distant that it seems to have nothing to do with us. 
And then it happens. And when it does, nobody has the 
right to snivel or whimper as if something unique and 
inexplicable had befallen him. "Never morning wore to 
Dr. Gossip was a Presbyterian pastor and teacher. He was born in 
Glasgow, Scotland, in 1873 and served pastorates in that city as well as 
Liverpool and Aberdeen. 
evening but some heart did break"—hearts just as 
sensitive as yours and mine. 
But when yours breaks, what then? It is a bit late in 
the day to be talking about insurance when one's house 
is ablaze! 
So many people's religion is a fair-weather affair. A 
little rain, and it ruins and crumbles; a touch of strain, 
and it snaps. So long as God's will runs parallel to ours, 
we follow blithely. But the moment they cross or clash, 
when life grows difficult, and we don't understand, how 
apt faith is to fail us—just when we have most need 
of it! 
Carlyle used to say that the chirpy optimism of 
Emerson maddened him—Emerson across whose shel-
tered life no cloud or shadow was allowed to blow. 
"He seemed to me," panted the other, "like a man stand-
ing well back out of the least touch of the spray, who 
throws chatty observations on the beauty of the weather 
to a poor soul battling for his life in huge billows that 
are buffeting the breath and the life out of him." 
I too have had a happy life; and always when I have 
spoken of the gospel and the love of God, it has seemed 
to me that a very easy answer lay handy for anyone who 
found these hard to believe. "Why are ye fearful, O ye of 
little faith?" 
Wait till you stand in the rushing of Jordan, till to 
you there has come some fulfillment of that eerie prom-
ise, "Behold, your house is left unto you desolate." What 
will you say then? 
I'll tell you now. I thought much of the Christian 
faith before; but I think more of it now, far more. 
I have never claimed to understand many things in this 
perplexing life of ours. Even the acknowledgment of 
God's love raises new problems. If love, then why and 
why and why? To me the essence of the faith has always 
seemed a certain intrepidity of loyalty that still trusts 
God unshaken even when the evidence looks fairly 
damning. 
Do you think Christ always understood or found it 
easy? There was a day when He took God's will for 
Him into His hand, and turned it round, and looked at it. 
And He said: "Is this what You ask of Me?" But he did 
not turn back. 
I do not understand this life of ours. But still less can I 
comprehend how people in trouble and loss and bereave-
ment can fling away peevishly the Christian faith. In 
God's name, have we not lost enough without losing that 
too? 
If Christ was right, and immortality and the dear 
hopes of which He speaks do really lie a little way 
ahead, we can manage to make our way to them. But if 
it is not so, if death is all, if there is nothing more, how 
dark the darkness grows! 
You people in the sunshine may believe the faith, but 
to page four 
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WHEN LIFE TUMBLES IN 
from page three 
we in the shadow must believe it. We have nothing else. 
Further, there is a grave saying in Scripture, "Receive 
not the grace of God in vain." Were it not pitiful if we 
receive the discipline of life in vain: have all the suffering 
of it, pay the price in full, yet miss what it was sent to 
teach! 
I know that the sore heart is too numbed to feel 
anything, even God's hand. But by and by the gale dies 
down, and the moon rises, and throws a lane of gold 
across the blackness. After all, it is not in the day, but 
in the night, that star rises after star, and constellation 
follows constellation. And it is in the dark that the Chris-
tian faith shines brightest, that its wonder grows yet more 
and more. 
That faith works, fulfills itself, is real; and its most 
audacious promises are true. 
Always we must try to remember that the glorious 
assertions of the Scriptures are not mere guesses. There 
is no perhaps about them. These splendid truths are 
flowers that human hands like ours have plucked in the 
gardens of their own experience. 
Why is the prophet so sure that as one whom his 
mother comforts so will God comfort all hurt things? 
How did the Psalmist know that those who are broken 
in their hearts and grieved in their minds God heals? 
Because it had happened to them. 
We are never alone. When our feet slip upon the 
slimy stones in the swelling of Jordan, a hand leaps out 
and catches us and steadies us. "I will not leave you 
comfortless," said Christ. There is a Presence with us, a 
Comforter, a Fortifier, who does strengthen, uphold, 
and bring us through. 
As the days go by, what grows upon one more and 
more is the amazing tenderness of God. "Like as a 
father pitieth his children," mused the Psalmist long 
ago. I have been wondering these days whether he 
too had suddenly, without warning, to tell his children 
that their mother was dead—and whether remembrance 
of that agony made him sure all his days it is not willing-
ly that God afflicts the children of men. Anyhow, that 
is true. 
Further, one becomes certain about immortality. You 
think you believe in that. But wait till you have lowered 
your dearest into an open grave, and you will know what 
believing it means. 
I have always gazed up at Paul in staggered admiration 
when he burst out at the grave's mouth into his scornful 
challenge, his exultant ridicule of it, "O death, where is 
thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?" 
But now it does not seem to me such a tremendous 
feat: for I have felt that very same. True, I can tell 
him where death's sting lies. It is the constant missing 
of what used to be always here; the bitter grudging of 
the dead body to the senseless earth; the terrible in-
security, for one is never safe—anything, nothing, and 
the old overwhelming pain comes rushing back. 
Yet when the other day I took up a magazine, it 
was with amazement I discovered they are still clatter-
ing about whether we people are immortal or not. I 
am past that. I know. "I believe in the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting." 
But there is one thing I should like to say which I 
have never dared to say before, not feeling that I had 
the right. We Christian people are entirely unchristian 
in our thoughts of death. We have our eyes wrongly 
focused. We are selfish and self-centered and self-
absorbed. We keep thinking of our bereavement. And 
that is wrong, all wrong. 
In the New Testament you hear very little of the 
families with that aching gap, huddled together in their 
desolate little home in some back street; but a great 
deal about the saints in glory, and the sunshine, and 
the singing, and the splendor yonder. And surely that 
is where our thoughts should dwell. 
I, for one, want no melancholy tunes, no gray and 
sobbing words about the departed, but brave hymns 
telling of their victory. 
Think out your brooding. What exactly does it 
mean? Would you pluck the diadem from their brows 
again? Would you snatch the palms of victory out of 
their hands? Dare you compare the clumsy nothings 
our poor blundering love can give them here with what 
they must have yonder where Christ Himself has met 
them and has heaped on them who can think what hap-
piness and glory? 
I love to picture it. How, shyly, amazed, half-pro-
testing, she who never thought of self was led into the 
splendor of his glory. 
To us it will be long and lonesome; but they won't 
even have looked round them before we burst in. 
In any case, are we to let our dearest be wrenched out 
of our hands by force? Or, seeing that it has to be, 
will we not give them willingly and proudly, looking 
God in the eyes, and telling Him that we prefer our 
loneliness rather than that they should miss one tittle 
of their rights. 
When the blow fell, that was the one and only thought 
that kept beating like a hammer in my brain. I felt 
I had lost her forever, that to all eternity she must 
shine far ahead of me; and my heart kept crying out, "I 
choose it! I choose it! do not for my sake deny her 
anything!" 
I know now that I have not lost her. For love is not 
a passing thing one leaves behind. And is it not love's 
way to stoop? 
And after all, thank God, our gift is not an absolute 
one. When we are young, heaven is a vague and nebulous 
and shadowy place. But as our friends gather there, more 
and more it gains body and vividness. And when our 
dearest have passed yonder, how real and evident it 
grows, how near it is. For as the Master put it: "Where 
your treasure is, there will your heart be also." 
And so back to life again, like a healthy-minded lad 
at some boarding school who, after the first hour of 
homesickness, resolves he will not mope, but throw 
himself into the life about him and enjoy every minute 
of it. And he does it too—though always, always his 
eyes look ahead for the term's end, and always, al-
ways his heart thrills and quickens at the thought of 
that wonderful day when he will have not memories and 
letters only, but he will be with his dear ones again and 
they with him. That will come in time! 
I don't think you need be afraid of life. Our hearts 
are very frail; and there are places where the road is 
very steep and very lonely. But we have a wonderful 
God. And as Paul puts it, what can separate us from 
His love? Not death, he says. 
No, not death. For, standing in the roaring of the 
Jordan, cold to the heart with its dreadful chill, and 
very conscious of the terror of its rushing, I, too, like 
Hopeful, can call back to you who one day in your 
turn will have to cross it: "Be of good cheer, my 
brother, for I feel the bottom, and it is sound." 
Evangelical Visitor 
Director of Development 
Messiah Home 
Upon the retiring from office of the Bishop of the Cen-
tral Conference, Rev. John N. Hostetter joined the 
Messiah Home administrative staff as Director of 
Development. He and Mrs. Hostetter have moved to 
the Carlisle area and are now involved in the Messiah 
Home's Venture of Faith Campaign. Brother Hostetter, 
because of his varied services to our brotherhood, 
including twenty years as Editor of the Evangelical 
Visitor is certainly no stranger to most of us. It is 
because of his understanding of and services to the 
church that he is qualified to serve in this very important 
office. 
As Director of Development Brother Hostetter will 
have the responsibility for overseeing the successful 
conclusion of the Messiah Home's Venture in Faith 
Campaign. This will include assisting churches with the 
collection of contributions to Messiah Home, periodic 
news letters and progress reports on the campaign and 
construction of the new facility at Carlisle, assisting 
individuals in estate planning, follow-up presentations 
to foundations for future funds, presentations to 
churches which were unable to participate prior to 
December 7, supplying of promotional materials to 
churches contemplating periodic free-will offerings, 
by-monthly meetings with Messiah Home's Continuation 
Committee, and the general office work connected with 
such an extensive program. 
Beyond the duties mentioned above, the Director of 
Development will be responsible for communicating 
the Messiah Home Story to an ever growing public. The 
objective will be to make the brotherhood and the local 
community aware of the ministry and needs of Messiah 
Home. As the program develops at the Carlisle site, 
Brother Hostetter will eventually begin giving direction 
to future development. He will seek ways to aid Messiah 
Home to expand its facility and services to the church 
and community. 
The National Association of Evangelicals will be 
sponsoring a Bible reading program for 1973. Materials 
promoting this effort may be obtained from the NAE 
office. The address is 
National Association of Evangelicals 
P.O. Box 28 
Wheaton, 111. 60187 
(Telephone: 312-665-0500) 
November 25,1972 
Victory and Caramel Apples 
The Labish Community Church in coordination with 
the Labish Mission has initiated a club program for the 
boys of the community. During the fall months the boys 
played soccer on a nearby mint field. The highlight of 
the soccer season was a recent "exhibition game" for 
parents and sisters. The field was specially lined with 
chalk. The girls' club sold popcorn and caramel apples. 
And the boys played with a new soccer ball donated by 
Messiah College. Here (above) one of the winning 
teams exults in its victory, as (below) the fans sit on the 
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Ontario Family Camp 
1972 
Again this summer families—thirty-three this time— 
gathered at Camp Kahquah for the ninth Annual Family 
Camp (Ontario). 
Brother and Sister John Schock from the Ridgemount 
Congregation provided the spiritual stimulation for all 
ages. Several teens were converted at a midnight prayer 
session in which the Schocks shared. 
A picnic style dinner on Sunday, talent nights, and 
worship session contributed to the interest and value 
of the camp. The new multi-purpose complex, completed 
prior to the camping season, added much to the at-
mosphere and convenience of the camp. Merlin Marr 
served as Family Camp Director. 
A family needs to both pray and play together. 
Family Camp fosters this combination. 
Letters to the editor* 
Indonesian Revival 
Dear Editor, 
I certainly cannot match the credentials of 
Mr. Mooneyham, either as a Christian leader 
or in knowledge of and experience with primi-
tive Asian peoples, but I have had enough 
personal contact with the author of Like A 
Mighty Wind to rather strongly resent some of 
Mr. Mooneyham's attacks on the claims of 
this book. The Dayton Mission congregation 
was one of the few, if not the only Brethren 
in Christ Church in which Mel Tari, or 
"Broder Mel" as he called himself, spoke 
when he was in the United States in the spring 
of 1971, and I still have some of the sermons 
he presented in our church on tape. 
Mr. Mooneyham can attack the book as a 
collection of "mindboggling stories" which 
detract from the more important presentation 
of the gospel, but hearing Mel in person cer-
tainly would not confirm this image. Far from 
using these stories in a supersensational way, he 
preached much gospel in his sermons and spent 
rather less time in the recounting of the miracles 
than the listener might have wished. Mr. 
Mooneyham says he has never reported any of 
the miracles that he heard in hours of inter-
views with Indonesians because he had no 
way of personally verifying them and found 
many of them hard to believe himself. He 
further felt that the recounting of the miracles 
would detract from the greater miracle of tens 
of thousands of people turning to Christ. With 
this basis of judging, it seems that Mr. 
Mooneyham will also have to rewrite the New 
Testament, removing the miracles, for which of 
Jesus' miracles can he personally substantiate? 
It is a pity that the Bible writers did not realize 
how much the inclusion of the miracles would 
detract from the otherwise strong message of 
the gospel. We must keep in mind that Mr. 
Mooneyham is not merely giving a defense of 
why he did not report miracles of which he had 
no first-hand knowledge, but he is in effect 
saying that Brother Mel should never have told 
what he did personally experience. 
As to that all important question, "Were 
people really raised from the dead?" since 
"there is not one medically confirmed case," 
may I ask which of the people that Jesus raised 
from the dead had "medical confirmation." 
Brother Mel tells of the severe mortification 
and great stench that had set in the case of 
one man that was raised. What more proof of 
death does one need? If we get to the point 
where we can doubt God's miraculous dealing 
with men in our own day, surely doubt of the 
miracles of the Bible is not far off. 
Perhaps the strongest objection that Mr. 
Mooneyham brings against the book is that it 
is creating dissension between those that 
"can't accept the book hands-down" and those 
that do. Have we forgotten John 14:12 which 
clearly states that the works that Jesus did, and 
even greater, are to follow those that believe on 
him? Mark 16:17 and 18 enumerates some of 
them. I'm not at all sure that I will ever have 
sufficient faith to see these kinds of miracles in 
answer to my prayers, but I hope that I will 
never get to the point where I am so skeptical 
that I can't believe them when they occur in 
answer to some other Christian's prayers. It 
may be true that the Indonesian Christians were 
"spiritual infants" and "illiterate and un-
trained"; perhaps that is why God was able to 
work through them more easily. Consider 
James 2:5, "Hath God not chosen the poor of 
this world rich in faith." 
May I conclude by saying that after con-
siderable personal contact with an eye witness 
to the unusual miracles that took place during 
the Indonesian revival I have no hesitancy in 
believing them and can only pray that God 
would give us the faith and spiritual power of a 
Mel Tari. 
Paul B. Herr 
Dayton, Ohio 
If you have had any misgivings about the 
wisdom of carrying the article "Revivals and 
Miracles, What about Indonesia?" I for one am 
very happy you carried it. It's not only pastors 
in the United States who sometimes get their 
gooses cooked if they have some reservations 
about some of the miracle stories recorded in 
Like a Mighty Wind, and I have some mis-
givings about what it will be like for us when we 
return to the States on furlough. But your 
having carried Mooneyham's article will be a 
good help. 
* * * 
Some remarkable things have happened and 
are happening in the churches of Indonesia. 
How's this for a miracle?: One congregation's 
monthly total offerings has been increasing 
steadily for the past nine months from less than 
five thousand rupiahs last December to forty-
eight thousand rupiahs in August. But I always 
get wet when I walk in the rain without an 
umbrella or a rain coat, and we always buy 
wine to use for communion. 
Lawrence M. Yoder 
Pati, Java 
Dear Editor: 
I suppose we represent readers of the Visitor 
who neglect to tell you when we appreciate 
certain articles. The content of recent issues 
have been a balance to some current spectacu-
lars in religious life. 
The feature, "Revival and Miracles—What 
About Indonesia," was outstanding. I was not 
greatly impressed by the book, Like a Mighty 
Wind, and this article assured me there were 
other questioning readers. 
In the "Plumb Line" I sensed deep concerns 
finding their needed sematic garb. 
Then a long overdue thanks for that peace 
symbol editorial. It was helpful in working 
with this "symbol conscious" teen age group. 




When our Visitor arrives, one of the sections 
I invariably read is the Religious News page. I 
read it mainly because it tells me what news the 
Brethren in Christ Church considers interesting 
and important. 
Sometimes I find items of doubtful veracity. 
The October 25 issue contains such an item. Its 
headline proclaims "36 Million Alchololics(sic) 
By 1988 Seen" and it quotes a WCTU spokes-
woman to that effect. While this is a prediction 
which cannot be verified for 16 years it would 
require that about 15% of the projected 1988 
population will suffer from alcoholism. 
The last sentence of the article is factual but 
I was unable to verify it. The Internal Revenue 
Service figures given on page 412 of the 1972 
World Almanac show production of total dis-
tilled spirits at 225,690,000 gal, in 1970. 
While this figure would not include the output 
of a product for which Tennesseans are famous, 
it suggests that the figure quoted in the Visitor 
is much too high. 
I hope you agree with me that an item which 
may be quoted uncritically in many Brethren 
in Christ Sunday Schools should be verified be-
fore publication by an official church organ. 
P. Galen Lenhert 
Nashville, Tenn. 
The Encyclopaedia Brittanica, Book of the 
Year, 1972, page 80 reports: "Apparent con-
sumption of distilled spirits in the U.S. in 1970 
reached a record high of 370.1 million gal. 
2.3% above 1969." The Visitor news item in 
question stated that the 1971 consumption was 
II million gallons more than in 1970—381 mil-
lion. This would be a 3% increase. It appears as 
though we may have better support for our 




A Peace Team, sponsored by the Commission 
on Peace and Social Concerns in cooperation 
with the Messiah College Peace Society, is now 
taking appointments for programs in local 
churches. The program options include topics 
on Biblical and current peace issues, a slide 
presentation on the Indochina air war, panel 
discussion, and questions and answers. Pastors, 
youth leaders, Sunday school teachers, or other 
congregational leaders may invite the team to 
meet their group. Presently functioning within 
driving distance of Messiah College, the team 
plans a January tour of Ohio and Indiana. In-
quiries should be directed to Rev. John K. 
Stoner, 1803 Mulberry St., Harrisburg, Pa. 
17104. 
1972 Homecoming 
The 1972 Alumni Homecoming at Messiah 
College was held Saturday, November 4. 
Events of the day began with the Soccer 
Tournament finals in the forenoon. 
Rev. John Zercher gave the invocation in the 
dedication for the Covered Bridge. The history 
of the bridge was reviewed by Dr. D. Ray 
Hostetter, president of the college. Brass music 
by college players introduced the student float 
parade. 
Following the float parade, guests attended 
the dedication service for the Jacob F. Eisen-
hower Campus Center. Dr. D. Ray Hostetter 
presided. Mrs. Mamie Doud Eisenhower 
assisted by David and Julie Eisenhower un-
veiled a medallion featuring Jacob F. Eisen-
hower and Dwight D. Eisenhower in profile. 
to page fourteen 
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Religious News 
Columnist Says Protestant 
Work Ethic is Dead 
The work ethic fostered by past generations 
of Americans is dead, says American Baptist 
columnist Frank A. Sharp. 
"More and more people seem to be interested 
in pension benefits, increased wages, longer 
coffee breaks, shorter hours, early retirement 
and the elimination of routine tasks," he 
observed. 
Gone in many quarters is the whole idea of 
the Protestant work ethic which held that work 
was sacred, that excellence in workmanship also 
was a sign of excellence in character and 
Christian dedication, he pointed out. 
"The problem with the Protestant work ethic 
was that it made life all work and no 
play . . •. However, as one looks around today 
and sees the new work ethic which seems to say 
'Do as little as you can for as much money as 
you can get,' one wonders which is worse." 
CBA Presents 52 Volume Library 
To the White House 
Representatives of the Christian Booksellers 
Association have made a formal presentation of 
books published by its membership to the White 
House library. 
John T. Bass, executive vice president of the 
22-year-old service agency based in Colorado 
Springs, was accompanied by Robert Kregel, 
president of Kregel Publications in Grand 
Rapids. 
"It was our privilege to place before our 
nation's leaders the spiritual and moral qualities 
for which Christian booksellers stand and which 
they promote daily in their work," Bass stated. 
Biblical Animals 
Sent to Israel 
Conservationists are financing the unusual 
air-lifting to Israel of species of once-common 
wild and domestic animals found in the Middle 
East in Biblical times. 
Edwin L. Weisl Jr., former Assistant United 
States Attorney General for Parks and Natural 
Resources, directs the Holy Land Conservation 
Fund, Inc., which sponsors the shipments by air 
of antelopes, gazelle, mountain goats and the 
nearly extinct Ethiopian onager, a wild ass. 
Some believe Jesus rode on an onager into 
Jerusalem. 
Clergyman Who Climbed 
Mount Ararat Describes 
"Ark Fever" in New Book 
Dr. John Warwick Montgomery admits to 
having "a full-fledged case of Ark fever." 
That's why he went to Turkey in 1970 to 
climb Mount Ararat and why he has written a 
new book, The Quest for Noah's Ark, that 
details the 2,000-year search for the vessel in 
which, according to the biblical account, man 
survived the great deluge. 
Dr. Montgomery's book, published by 
Bethany Fellowship, Inc., maintains there is 
solid evidence that on a remote mountain in 
eastern Turkey "a substantial vestige of the Ark 
of Noah, if not the ark's massive hull 
itself—remains to this very day." 
It is believed, the author says, to be frozen in 
the glacial ice, but occasionally attains the 
surface when the ice cap recedes under the 
blazing August sun. 
He says he believes that evidence for the 
existence of the vessel continues to mount and 
that possibilities of recovering the vessel are 
excellent. 
Dr. Montgomery, a conservative Lutheran 
clergyman who teaches at the Evangelical 
Divinity School in Deerfield, 111., says recovery 
of the Ark would confirm the historicity of the 
Book of Genesis in the Bible. 
Nixon Cites "Irrevocable" Support 
of Tax Credits for Schools 
President Nixon, in a radio speech on 
education in the U.S., again pledged his 
irrevocable support to federal tax credit 
legislation aimed at assisting parents of chil-
dren attending non-public schools. 
After speaking about what the Nixon 
Administration has done for elementary, 
secondary and higher education over the last 
four years, the President turned to the "one part 
of the educational community that has 
contributed to America from the very 
beginnings of our history . . . our non-public 
schools." 
Observing the "social need" these schools 
face today, Mr. Nixon said: "Were these non-
public schools to fail, the loss of diversity, the 
elimination of freedom of choice for millions of 
parents, and the new burden on the crowded 
public school system would be but part of the 
cost." 
"Lost as well," he added, "would be an 
irreplaceable and precious national asset: 
schools that have provided millions of American 
children with a moral code and religious 
principles by which to live." 
Indian Students in 
Door-To-Door Outreach 
Some 160 seminary students from various 
Bible schools here have been carrying out a 
door-to-door campaign with Christian tracts, 
with the help of India's Every-Home Crusade, 
sponsored by World Literature Crusade. 
"It is sad," wrote Bishop Chandu Ray, "that 
very few, if any, of the local Christians have 
joined in." He said similarly the project of send-
ing New Testaments by mail to telephone sub-
scribers in Delhi by Partnership Mission is 
eliciting hundreds of letters, but Christians in 
Ddhi do not have any plan for personal 
visitation to commend the Word of Truth to the 
readers. "How this makes one long for greater 
coordination among evangelicals," he said. 
Following a tour of India, Bangladesh and 
Burma, the bishop noted that there is growing 
impatience and restlessness in India today. Mrs. 
Gandhi has openly challenged the top 20 
capitalists either to share their wealth or face 
nationalization. 
"We need to pray for the Indian government 
in its gigantic task of ruling 550 million people, 
by democratic processes," he said. He con-
trasted it with China's dictatorial rule by which 
she can flood Asian markets with consumer 
goods at throw-away prices. Democratic India 
cannot do this and so faces an ideological crisis 
and vast problems of unemployment. 
Christian Scientists Pay Boston 
$1,506,586 City Tax 
Ahead of Deadline 
For the second successive year, The First 
Church of Christ, Scientist, here has paid its 
property taxes to the city of Boston a month 
early to help the city weather a potential fiscal 
crisis. 
The "Mother" Church for Christian Science, 
one of Boston's largest taxpayers, paid $1,506,-
586 to the city in late September, although the 
tax was not due until November. This year's 
amount was larger than the 1971 tax, which 
totaled $1,195,460. 
For many years the Church has paid taxes on 
all property not used for actual worship pur-
poses. This includes the denomination's ad-
ministration building, publishing house and 
other property. 
Lausanne to Host '74 
International Evangelism Congress 
The 1974 International Congress on World 
Evangelism will be held in Lausanne, Switzer-
land, July 15-25, according to Honorary 
Chairman Billy Graham. Don Hoke, president 
of Tokyo Christian College, is coordinating 
director. 
A "Third World" location had been sought 
for the Congress, but the Lausanne facilities 
were found "best able to meet the exacting 
requirements of the Congress at reasonable 
cost," Dr. Graham said. 
Anglican Suffragen Bishop Jack Dain of 
Sydney, Australia, who is executive chairman of 
the 25-member planning committee, announced 
that the committee members will meet in 
Lausanne Dec. 4-8, 1972, to consider the 
program. 
Assemblies of God Open 
An Institute in Zagreb 
The opening of an Assemblies of God Bib-
lical Theological Institute in Zagreb, the 
capital of the Yugoslav republic of Croatia, 
brings to eight the number of Pentecostal Bible 
training centers in Europe. 
The Zagreb institute, the first such school to 
be established in the country, operates under a 
permit from the Yugoslav government. 
Since its inauguration on Oct. 1,18 students, 
enrolled for first-year classes, have been meeting 
in the facilities of the Zagreb Assembly of God. 
Negotiations are under way for a special 
permanent facility. 
The Assemblies of God, with headquarters in 
Springfield, Mo., has over 90 Bible training 





[Editor's note: This interview was conducted by cor-
respondence between Erma Sider in Banmankhi and 
Henry and Edna Kreider at Madhipura] 
Dr. and Mrs. Kreider, I know that you are extremely 
busy people, with little time for "extras." But could you 
take a few minutes to share with the readers of the Visitor 
a little of what's happening at Madhipura Christian Hos-
pital these days? 
First, a question concerning the witness of your hos-
pital, known as Madhipura Christian Hospital. Would 
you tell us some of the ways your staff is actively working 
to win people to Jesus Christ? 
I believe that most of our staff feel the need of a con-
sistent witness in the way they treat patients during their 
work in the hospital. Besides serving the patients "as 
unto the Lord," daily Bible portions and tracts are sold 
after the devotional, held with the whole cr6wd of pa-
tients in the morning. The chaplain visits daily in the 
various wards of the hospital and mans the newly-
remodeled bookroom. Along with several staff members, 
he also often visits and prays with the patients in the 
evenings. 
Several of the workers in the hospital take opportuni-
ties during the busy work of the day to take a patient 
aside and give a witness. Especially during consultations, 
when we meet a sufferer whom we cannot help medically, 
we try to tell him about healing for his soul and prepara-
tion for eternity. The Emmanuel Hospital Association 
is very much interested in the healing of the "whole 
man." We are happy that, with the coming of our EHA-
appointed chaplain, the spiritual part of the ministry at 
Madhipura Christian Hospital has been greatly 
strengthened and we as staff have become much more 
aware and awed by the response to prayer and obedi-
ence. 
Would you tell us, are you seeing people actually 
becoming disciples because of this witness? 
We have seen, within the past few weeks, at least six 
TB ward patients become believers, and several others 
are manifesting a deep interest—to the point of praying 
with staff members. 
You mentioned the Emmanuel Hospital Association. 
Actually, we here in North India have been hearing a 
great deal about this organization recently. Could you 
briefly describe EHA for our readers at home? Why is it 
proposed that Madhipura Christian Hospital join this 
association, and how far along are your plans for join-
ing? 
EHA, the Emmanuel Hospital Association, is an 
officially recognized and registered society in India. 
Essentially, this is an evangelical, cooperative agency, 
representing about ten mission groups, with the purpose 
of ensuring the viability of small Christian hospitals on 
the departure of missionaries. Our Brethren in Christ 
Church in Bihar is typical of many small churches who 
are associated with Christian hospitals but do not yet 
have enough business .and professional people to insure 
the smooth operation of a hospital board. As the govern-
ment's policy is to not grant visas to new missionaries, 
the Mission Board has approved the forward planning 
necessary to have Madhipura Christian Hospital join 
the Emmanuel Hospital Association. We might say the 
"engagement" has taken place, but the "marriage vows" 
have not yet been officially taken. 
Although final contracts have not yet been signed, 
EHA has supplied our hospital with four key personnel 
in the past year, and has recommended improvements 
in the hospital (and is, even now, negotiating for grants 
to improve the hospital plant). The regional board meet-
ings with representatives from five other hospitals in 
the Bihar and Uttar Pradesh area are times of genuine 
Christian fellowship. 
Over the years, a rather efficient hospital staff have 
been built up. Can you describe some of their reactions to 
joining the Emmanuel Hospital Association? Do you ex-
pect the majority of staff to remain working under EHA? 
Thanks for that word "efficient." However, we know 
some of the failings and inadequacies of our hospital. 
We are glad for the help and planning of EHA to im-
prove the level of training of our staff. Since our entire 
hospital staff is due for a salary raise in January 1973 
(the time when we adopt the EHA-recommended scale 
as ours) . . . and remembering that the staff heard us 
openly, seriously discussing the closing of Madhipura 
Christian Hospital only two or three years ago . . . how 
do you think they feel about joining EHA? 
to page ten 
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Where Was the 
Good Samaritan? 
July Moyo 
"DULAWAYO is one of Rhodesia's 
•*-* largest cities. Three means of 
transport are used—motor vehicles, 
bicycles, and some of the citizens 
walk. 
One fine evening in March 1972, 
anybody could enjoy footing to visit a 
friend. I left Old Luveve for Njube 
township at 6 p.m. It didn't take me 
more than an hour to cover the dis-
tance of about two miles. 
I was disappointed to find Mr. 
Ngwenya, who wanted R$21 from 
me, absent. I decided to carry those 
school fees back to Luveve. My three 
young brothers accompanied me. 
After a distance of about half a mile 
they turned back because it was 
already dark. 
Before walking a distance of forty 
yards, two figures approached me 
from the opposite direction. I walked 
near the edge of the road to give them 
ample room to pass. I thought that 
they were ordinary drunkards. 
Now I could see them clearly—one 
was short and the other tall. They 
didn't talk, neither did they utter a 
word to me. 
Comrades, I should really expound 
more on this part of the incident, but 
unfortunately the story is best known 
to them. The only thing that I recall is 
that I was stabbed at the side of my 
head, I fell down, and received a hard 
solid kick on my head. I was in a pit 
without a bottom. 
I had a strange dream which will 
stick to my memory until death. I 
found myself walking—what an end-
less journey it was! At last I found a 
long river without a bridge. I was 
tired and could hardly stretch my 
legs for quicker paces. I rested under 
the shade of a big tree near the river. 
On the other side of the river near the 
bank was a group of people. Simul-
taneously they all ran to the river, 
towards me. They shouted saying 
that I should go home because the 
place where I was sitting was not 
safe. I was stubborn and continued to 
rest. 
For the second time they shouted, 
"We told you to leave the place. Don't 
you see that you are in danger?" I was 
tired and badly needed a rest, and so I 
didn't bother about the advice. 
Four rats, as large as dogs, came to 
me, fighting and biting each other. 
Now I was sitting cross-legged. The 
rats seemed to bite my toes. 
I became conscious, and tried to 
reflect what happened. I thought to 
myself: so those two men beat me, 
carried my body to this thorny bush 
trying to hide it from the police. Now 
they have vanished. I was without a 
coat, shirt, pair of trousers, shoes, 
and watch. Having lost a pair of 
trousers meant having lost the R$21 
in my pocket. Except for the under 
garments I was as bare as the back of 
my hand. 
I could feel terrible pains—some of 
my teeth were missing. I stood up, 
and concluding that my bones were 
all right, I started to move through 
the tangled brush. I found my way 
slowly and my movements were as 
jerky as that of a wooden soldier. 
I thought of the good Samaritan 
to take me to the house and give me 
clothes to wear and bandage my 
wounds. The devil came and all of a 
sudden I thought of going to chal-
lenge the two men who had beaten 
me. The last idea was to pass by 
Bishop Kumalo's house and beg for 
help. I passed his house without 
noticing it. At last I found myself in 
my own house. 
I took a big dish and instead of 
going to wash in the bathroom I 
found that I sat down and washed 
in the kitchen. Blood was gently 
trickling from the wounds in my 
head. 
My best friend found me sitting 
helplessly, and then I was unconscious 
to page ten 
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available now 
THE NEW "MISSIONARY PHOTO ALBUM" 
The 1972-73 MISSIONARY PHOTO ALBUM, in 56 pages, contains 
the pictures, birthdays and home churches of more than 300 
Brethren in Christ involved in witness/service programs of the 
Church. It replaces the prior Prayer/Promise Box, which had been 
in use for five years. The new ALBUM costs only $1.00 per copy. 
You may order the ALBUM from your local congregational 
representative, selected by your pastor. If it is inconvenient to order 
a copy through a congregation, you may send $1.00 to: 
BRETHREN IN CHRIST MISSIONS 
Box 149 




("To Learn to Speak Tonga'') 
Erma Jean Bert 
Macha Mission Hospital, Zambia 
HPHE ANNUAL Tonga course was held the weeks of 
•*• August 2-26, 1972. The setting was Choma 
Secondary School, far enough from our daily respon-
sibilities to enable us to concentrate on the language. 
This was an ideal situation for study—perhaps one not to 
be found again until next year at language course. 
The language students this year totaled a record 
fifty-five. This number included three missionary chil-
dren, but not four-year-old Todd Elkins, who attended 
nearly every session, carried in his infant seat by his 
mother. Six different groups were represented: Brethren 
in Christ, Church of Christ, Mennonite Central Com-
mittee (TAP), Pilgrim Wesleyan, Salvation Army, and 
United Church of Zambia. 
Students included a number of people who have other 
than English as their "mother tongue." Incidentally, 
two of these were from Macha Hospital—Len Krom-
hout, our doctor's wife, and Janny Boxman, also from 
Holland, working on the Macha staff. 
The teachers this year were Mary Heisey, Shirley 
Heisey, Grace Holland, and Stephen Muleya. Mr. 
Muleya has been working under the Brethren in Christ 
Church as an elementary teacher. He gave valuable 
assistance with practical experience in actually speaking 
the language, as well as some helpful insights into the 
culture and practices of the Batonga. J. R. Moyo, who is 
employed at Choma Bookroom and who has been as-
sisting with Choma Bible Institute translation work, 
assisted Stephen Muleya one afternoon in answering 
questions relating to culture and customs. This session 
was very interesting and helpful to us. 
Perhaps the chief highlight of the week was a visit by 
Mr. C. R. Hopgood. Mr. Hopgood is the author of A 
Practical Introduction To Tonga, which for many years 
has been one of the few textbooks available for Tonga 
language study. We felt privileged and honored to have 
him visit with us, even though his stay was very brief. 
The Tonga course was a lot of hard work, but not "all 
work and no play." Just before each evening meal we 
laid aside our texts for a game of volley ball. Shortly 
after supper we spent about an hour reviewing, or learn-
ing some new things in Tonga through games. The mem-
bers of the course were divided into four groups, each 
group being responsible for an evening's activities. 
One of the added benefits of the Tonga course is meet-
ing the various other missionaries serving the Batonga 
people. It is a real encouragement to know that we share 
with many others in the work here. 
In just one week, we could not hope to gain a speaking 
knowledge of the language. But it is a beginning, and a 
learning experience which we trust will not end until we 
have a deeper understanding of the people with whom we 
came to work, and the language which they speak. 
MADHIPURA HOSPITAL 
from page eight 
What other developments will affect the ministry of 
Madhipura Christian Hospital? 
In the near future, there are to be frequent trips to 
nearby villages by hospital personnel for the purpose of 
Public Health, with a witness emphasis also. The hospital 
is considering the purchase of a public address system 
to provide music and short Scripture messages to the 
waiting patients. We are hoping to add audio-visual 
equipment to expand the physical and spiritual ministry. 
Maternity and immunization clinics are planned for the 
very near future. More distantly, facilities are planned 
for sharing in a program of Auxiliary Nurse Midwife 
training—taking students for a specified time from EHA 
training schools in other areas. 
And now, Dr. and Mrs. Kreider, one last question. If 
you could make a request of the Brethren in Christ in 
Canada and the United States, what would it be? 
First of all, we would suggest that we thank the Lord 
for what He is doing at Madhipura Christian Hospital. 
We sense the Spirit moving amongst us in a new way, 
creating a feeling of oneness and fellowship amongst 
the staff members. At the moment, critical needs requir-
ing your prayer help are for doctors and for an admin-
istrator and/or a building supervisor. Pray with us that 
God will continue to work in our midst through His 
Spirit. 
GOOD SAMARITAN 
from page nine 
again—only to find myself at Mpilo Hospital when I 
awakened. On the next day the doctor examined me 
thoroughly and stitched some of the wounds. I was given 
blood. The treatment took many days. 
Many people gave me a good hand. Among the gifts I 
received are these: a cheque of R$41 from a friend of 
mine who is an American, a loan of R$21, 75c weekly 
from a poor dear African friend. Many people helped me 
and I can't list each of them because of poor memory. 
Above all the Matopo Book Centre, where I am em-
ployed, was a help to me because I was given a pay of 
about two months even though I could not work. My 
sincere thanks to the helpers. 
The case was in the hands of the police. My tie was 
found and thus the people were caught. I did not go to 
court but according to the policeman who told me, the 
gangsters were three. One was charged five years, one 
four years, and the other three years of hard labour. 
My wish was to see these juvenile delinquents and 
really give a sermon from the bottom of my heart to 
bring them nearer to the Lord as possible. 
My tie was given to me, my eyes now see properly, my 
ears now hear as before. I am now in a high summer tide 
of life—I thank the Lord for a new life in body and 
spirit. 
I thank Jesus who takes the place of a good Samari-
tan. When going out to Njube I was alone. When coming, 
I met the gangsters. After being robbed, the good 
Samaritan, Jesus, picked me up until I found myself in 
my house. 
Jesus can be your good Samaritan also. 
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Howard A. Snyder 
Just think of it! 
"If you had asked, "Where is the 
church?' in any important city of the 
ancient world where Christianity had 
penetrated in the first century, you 
would have been directed to a group 
of worshiping people gathered in a 
house. There was no special building 
or other tangible wealth with which to 
associate 'church' only people!" So 
wrote the late Walter Oetting in a 
significant little book, The Church of 
the Catacombs. 
Unessential for Growth 
Christians did not begin to build 
church buildings until about 200 A.D. 
This fact suggests that, whatever else 
church buildings may be useful for, 
they are not essential either for numer-
ical growth or spiritual depth. The 
early Church possessed both these 
qualities and the Church's greatest 
period of vitality and growth was 
during the first two centuries A.D. In 
other words, the Church grew fastest 
when it did not have the help—or 
hindrance—of church buildings. 
But if it is really true that church 
buildings are not essential either for 
growth or spirituality, why do 
churches today depend so heavily on 
buildings? Is it true the Church suffers 
an "edifice complex?" 
Church buildings attest to five facts 
about the Church today. 
First, church buildings are a witness 
to our immobility. What is more im-
November25,1972 
This article reflects a contemporary concern among numbers of 
thoughtful Christians. "Has the church been too dependent upon and 
too closely identified with a building?" The other side of this question 
is spoken to by an editorial in Christianity Today, September 29, 1972, 
issue: "Church Buildings: Who Needs Them?" 
The writer of the article published below is dean of the Free 
Methodist Theological Seminary, Sao Paulo, Brazil. 
We would encourage response by letter or by article from our 
readership to the issues raised, the presuppositions held, and the 
suggestions made by the author. 
—Editor 
movable than a church building? And 
yet Christians are, supposedly, way-
faring pilgrims. Christians are to be a 
mobile people. In the Old Testament 
the portable tabernacle was the 
symbol of God's presence in com-
munity with His people. The Old 
Testament tabernacle did not find its 
fulfillment in impressive church build-
ings, but in the fleshly temple, people. 
The gospel says "go," but our 
church buildings say "stay." The 
gospel says "seek the lost," but our 
structures say "let the lost seek the 
Church." 
Second, church buildings are a wit-
ness to our inflexibility. As soon as we 
erect a building, we cut down our 
options by at least 75 percent. Once 
the building is up and in use, the 
Church program is largely de-
termined. The Sunday morning serv-
ice allows the direct participation of 
only a few—dictated by the sanctuary 
layout. Basically the services will be a 
matter of one person speaking to all 
the res*t, and this one person will be set 
apart and recognized as a professional 
—dictated by the platform arrange-
ment. And so on. Architecture solidi-
fies program. 
The problem, at heart, is not one of 
poor planning. It is a matter of the 
inherent limitations of church build-
ings. Buildings are, by nature, in-
flexible. They are inflexible and they 
encourage inflexibility—or worse, 
stagnation. 
Slaves to Brick and Mortar 
After a number of years as an 
urban minister in Los Angeles, 
Lawrence Carter said it this way: 
"At present, city churches are slaves 
to their brick and mortar at a time 
when the Church needs to be flexible, 
adaptable, and relevant to the very 
real needs, sorrows, and aspirations 
of a rapidly changing urban popula-
tion." And the same could be said of 
the majority of suburban and small 
town churches. 
Third, church buildings are a wit-
ness to our lack of fellowship. Church 
buildings may be worshipful places, 
but usually they are not friendly 
places. They are uncomfortable and 
impersonal. Church buildings are not 
made for fellowship, for koinonia in 
the biblical sense. They are made for 
worship. And worship without fellow-
ship becomes something cold and 
divorced from mundane reality. 
In probably 90 percent of all 
church buildings the sanctuary seating 
consists of wooden pews arranged in 
rows and fastened securely to the 
floor. The pews are arranged to make 
it nearly impossible for the worshiper 
to see the face of any other worshiper. 
It is as though the ideal would be to 
isolate each worshiper in his own 
private booth so he could see only the 
minister and not be distracted by 
others present! But if we are to 
worship the Lord together, we need to 
communicate. And to communicate 
with each other as we worship, we 
must be able to see each other. We 
must be able to see the attentive face, 
the tearful eye, the quiet smile that 
tell us something is happening and let 
us enter into worship together. 
Infrequent Koinonia 
Many congregations are sensing 
this lack of fellowship in the Church 
and so are building new structures 
with something called a "fellowship 
hall." But how frequently do we at-
tain, either in the fellowship hall, the 
sanctuary or the Sunday school class, 
anything that can truly be called fel-
lowship. True koinonia. real biblical 
Christian fellowship such as experi-
enced by the early Christians, is 
lacking in most churches today. 
And so a stranger may attend a 
Christian church for weeks and never 
encounter the winsome, warm, loving 
fellowship that draws a person to 
Christ. Such a situation simply would 
have been impossible in 100 A.D. 
to page thirteen 
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Don't Be Afraid to Say 
"I Love You" 
/~\UR FAMILY has always been very close. And out-
^ spoken in expressions of love for each other. We often 
have family reunions where a number of relatives gather 
for dinner, and Christmas would not be complete if we 
could not celebrate it with those we love. 
For years my husband invited the entire family over 
for breakfast on Christmas morning, and he himself pre-
pared and served thin German pancakes with strips of 
crisp bacon, or with maple syrup, and fragrant steaming 
coffee. This grew to be a tradition. After breakfast we 
played games and distributed simple gifts. These cele-
brations are beads on the rosary of our memories and 
are precious to us all. 
But unfortunately there are families who find it 
difficult to tell each other of their love. I once saw a little 
old lady pat her husband's arm affectionately as they 
stood with some of his business associates waiting for a 
plane's arrival. The husband shrugged her hand away 
and glanced quickly around to see if any of his business 
friends had noticed his wife's display of affection. A 
sincere display of sentiment is not a sign of weakness but 
of love. One of the strongest men I have ever known— 
my husband—kissed his daughters and grandchildren 
and hugged his grown son in everyday greeting. He 
thoughtfully remembered the birthdays and anniversaries 
of each member of his family with gifts and cards on 
which he wrote some personal bit of sentiment, and he 
never neglected to send a message of congratulation to a 
friend who had been promoted or had done some 
worthy act. 
The delight of old people especially at being remem-
bered—at being made to feel important—is heartwarm-
ing. One Christmas some years ago I thought of a 
teacher I'd had in the fourth grade. I had remembered 
her throughout the years as a fine, understanding person 
who inspired and encouraged all her students in their 
various talents, and who was never too busy to help any 
of them solve their small problems. I sent her a Christ-
mas card on which I tried to express how much she had 
meant to me as a child and how her sound advice had 
many times guided me in making wise decisions in later 
years. 
I felt like crying when I received her answer. She 
wrote: "My dear, I can't tell you what your Christmas 
card means to me. I've felt frustrated and sort of'out of 
things' since I retired eight years ago but when I read 
your bright message I had the thought that my long 
years of teaching were not in vain when even one of my 
students remembered the lessons I tried to instill. Thank 
you from my heart!" Three months later I learned that 
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my old teacher had died and I was glad that my few 
words of remembrance on a Christmas card made her a 
little happier at the end of her life. 
Mom and Dad Are Fussing 
Everyone needs to be needed—to be assured that love 
and security surround him. A child who sees his parents 
smile affectionately at each other or hears them tell of 
their love, feels happier and more secure than a child 
from a broken home. Years ago, when we lived in an-
other neighborhood, I was on my way to the grocery 
one day when I saw a small boy sitting on the front steps 
of his home sobbing. Children in distress have always 
pulled at my heart so I stopped and asked, "What's the 
matter, Honey. Why are you crying? Can I help?" He 
shook his head and looked at me with a solemn, too-
old expression, and answered: "Nobody can help. It's 
just that Mom and Dad are fussing again." Of course 
there was nothing I could do, but I think if these parents 
could have heard their little boy's sobs and could have 
seen the bewilderment in his young eyes, they would 
have tried at least to hide their bickering from their un-
fortunate child. I've often thought about that little boy, 
who must be a man now. Were his mind and heart so 
warped by his parents' bitter quarrels that he could 
never adjust to life's realities? Or did he meet some 
sweet girl later whose devotion and faith helped blot out 
the insecurity of his childhood? 
One of the happiest and most loving families I've ever 
known had twelve children. When I asked the mother 
how she ever managed to look after all of them, she 
laughed and said, "I couldn't—the older children 
watch the younger ones while I wash, iron, cook, and 
sew—they're very good children. And then their Dad is a 
great help too. He hears their lessons in the evenings 
and straightens out their small problems when I'm too 
busy." Knowing the father made only a moderate salary, 
I said, "Well, tell me this. In these days of inflation, 
how on earth do you and your husband budget your in-
come to feed and clothe twelve children?" She laughed 
again. "The older ones pass their clothes along to their 
younger sisters and brothers," she answered, "and you'd 
be surprised how many different dishes can be made from 
hamburger, beans, or rice. We joke a lot and we're 
seldom sick. When people love each other hardships 
don't seem to matter." 
One of my friends told me of another happy, loving 
family, that of an army sergeant whose wife and two 
little girls, ten and twelve, lived in a trailer near his bar-
racks so they could be with him often. One day a woman 
Evangelical Visitor 
Youth Say, "We Care" 
Louise Berthold 
said to the older girl, "It must be very crowded in that 
trailer—it's too bad you don't have a home to live in." 
The little girl looked puzzled. "We do have a home," 
she answered. "We just don't have a house to put it in." 
My husband and I once knew an old man who lived in 
a home for the aged. He had no family but had held a 
responsible position until ill health forced him to spend 
all his savings on doctor and hospital bills. He was very 
lonely and my husband and I often went to visit him on 
Sunday afternoons, taking him magazines or toilet 
articles. When we drove into the driveway of the home, 
the little old man was always standing on the gallery 
watching for us, and the look of gladness and welcome 
on his wrinkled face gave us a warm and tender feeling. 
Ask Someone, "How Are You?" 
We all know lonely people. Should not we who have 
been blessed with large and loving families share some 
of our happiness with those who live alone—with those 
who are discouraged or blue and perhaps yearning for 
companionship? A few words of cheer, a sincere compli-
ment, could change a lonely person's whole outlook, 
could start a chain reaction that might not only lift him 
from the boredom of his daily routine, but might cause 
him to pass on to some other lonely person the inner 
glow in his heart. 
Life is uncertain at its best and sometimes very short. 
If you are separated from your loved ones, write them 
often—tell them you love them and see how quickly they 
will answer in kind. Is there an out-of-town friend with 
whom you have not communicated for years? Why not 
write now and tell him you've been thinking of him and 
wondering about his welfare? 
Family relationships which could be rich and deep are 
often clouded by seeming indifference or neglect, or re-
luctance to express what one really feels. What if you 
haven't gotten along so well with your sister-in-law in 
the past? If you admire a dress she is wearing, tell her so 
and watch the light kindle in her eyes. If one of your 
friends is adept at wood carving, playing the piano, at 
writing or cooking, tell him you admire his cleverness. 
I realize that with undemonstrative people the hinges 
of sentiment may have grown rusty from nonuse but, 
with practice, out of the fullness of one's heart, the right 
words will come. And by seeking to weave bright threads 
into the fabric of other people's daily living, you will be 
interlacing threads of gold across the warp and woof of 
your own heart. 
Reprinted from Christian Living. Used by permission. 
November 25,1972 
Last Christmas, the youth of the Nappanee congre-
gation learned the joys of sharing with a family less 
fortunate than themselves. 
During the fall these youth held several work days 
during which they did various odd jobs for members of 
the congregation. The jobs ranged from raking leaves 
and weeding to washing windows. With the money they 
earned from working, the youth planned to help a needy 
family at Christmas time. 
On a cold, crisp, Christmas morning the youth went 
caroling to several homes in the Nappanee area. They 
presented a fifty dollar check and a fruit basket to a 
family in which the father had been for some time in 
the hospital with brain cancer. Their bills had been 
piling up fast as a result. As the mother gratefully 
accepted the gift with tears of happiness streaming from 
her eyes, the youth felt in a new way the joys of sharing. 
Through this experience, many of the Nappanee youth 
realized the truth of Jesus' words when He said "It is 
more blessed to give than to receive." 
Connie Leinbach 
Connie is a member of the Nappanee youth group and 
is editor of the local high school paper. 
'EDIFICE COMPLEX?" 
from page eleven 
Fourth, church buildings are a witness to our pride. We 
insist that our church structures must be beautiful and 
well-appointed — which usually means expensive. We 
justify this on the basis that God deserves the best. But 
such thinking may be little more than the rationalizing of 
carnal pride. 
We might also say that, after all, we are ambassadors 
for the King of kings. But this does not justify spending 
vast resources to build embassies. We may forget that 
our King is at war, and we are called to be His witnessing 
soldiers. 
We have other justifications for our expensive temples. 
We may, for instance, feel that we must have beautiful 
buildings in order to draw sinners to the Church and thus 
to Christ. But two things are wrong here. First, the con-
cept is wrong. The Church is to seek the sinner, not vice 
versa. Second, the motivation is wrong. We try to attract 
sinners by appealing to pride, which Christ never does. 
We say that our church buildings must be in harmony 
— style and value — with the architecture of the com-
munity. But this idea may merely be a brand of con-
formity to the world. A gospel with New Testament 
dynamics does not need the added appeal of an attrac-
tive building. In fact, a fine church structure may simply 
attract the Pharisees and repel the poor. That has, after 
all, happened before in Church history. 
to page fourteen 
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'EDIFICE COMPLEX?" 
from page thirteen 
Witness to Division 
Finally, church buildings are a 
witness to our class divisions. The 
early Church was composed of rich 
and poor, Jew and Greek, black and 
white, ignorant and educated. But our 
modern church buildings advertise to 
the world that this is not true today. 
The new family in the community 
goes for a drive and looks over the 
neighborhood church buildings, they 
choose one that looks like it is "their 
kind"—one that would contain people 
of approximately the same income, 
education, and color as themselves. In 
most cases, a careful look at the 
building is enough to tell them 
whether they would "feel at home" 
there. Of course, occasionally they 
may be fooled by a lower class church 
that is moving up in the world and has 
just completed a building program. 
The fault here lies much deeper 
than mere architecture. But the build-
ing is a witness. It is a signpost telling 
the world of the church's class con-
sciousness and exclusiveness. 
Our church buildings, then, witness 
to the immobility, inflexibility, lack of 
fellowship, pride, and class divisions in 
the modern Church. 
What then should be done? Should 
we simply abandon the use of church 
structures? This is precisely what I 
suggest. A different kind of architec-
ture is not enough. Remember, during 
its most vital 150 years, the Christian 
Church had no church buildings. In 
those days it was mobile, flexible, 
friendly, humble, inclusive—and 
growing rapidly. 
We could recommend less radical 
solutions—less building-centered pro-
grams, more visitation evangelism, 
simpler architecture. But why? Why 
continue building temples? Why not 
simply do away with them? Tradi-
tional church buildings are unneces-
sary in an urban world and are a 
hindrance to biblical Christianity. 
Of course, to suggest that church 
buildings are unnecessary immediately 
raises a storm of objections: 
"What would be done with all that 
property?"Christ's words suggest a 
response to a church with great pos-
sessions: "Go, sell what you possess 
and give to the poor, . . . and come, 
follow me" (Matthew 19:21 RSV). 
"But where would Christians 
meet?" In homes, as did the early 
Christians. We would go back to the 
"church in your house." 
"But houses are too small!" Then 
divide the church into groups of 12 to 
15 people, this would facilitate fel-
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lowship and would allow the members 
to get acquainted. 
Rent a Storefront 
"But we need large-group corporate 
worship." Then let the church rent a 
small hall or garage or storefront 
where it can meet for corporate 
worship once or twice a week, and not 
spend hundreds of thousand of dol-
lars to provide a large sanctuary that 
is used only five or six hours weekly. 
"But people would not be attracted 
to a garage or storefront." Well, 
there are two kinds of people—those 
committed to Christ and those who 
are not. Those committed to Christ 
will meet anywhere. Those who are 
not, it it true, probably would not 
flock to a dingy garage or humble 
storefront. But this is immaterial if 
the church is a missionary com-
munity and if the basic unit is the 
small home Bible study group. In 
this case, evangelism happens outside 
of "church." Hence there is no con-
cern or reason to attract the uncom-
mitted to the place of worship. Once 
they have met Christ, they will come. 
"But a garage or storefront would 
be too small." That depends on the 
Church's objective. If the goal is to 
bring an ever larger number of people 
together in one place, then indeed a 
small rented location would not do. If 
the goal is the growth of the Body of 
Christ, a large group is not necessary. 
Healthy growth is growth by division. 
Let the church form two separate con-
gregations when it outgrows its facili-
ties. Perhaps a limit of 100 people or 
so should be set on a local group be-
fore it divides in two. 
The Small Group Is Basic 
"But this would mean churches of 
only 50 to 100 members. That is too 
small to carry on a full church pro-
gram." True—if we must have a men's 
organization, a women's organization, 
a youth organization, a children's or-
ganization, a "senior citizens" club, a 
Sunday school, a midweek prayer 
service, a training program, five 
boards and 10 committees (about par 
for the ecclesiastical course). But with 
a flexible program that is not edifice-
centered, this is not necessary. The 
basic unit of organization becomes 
the small group, and the thesis is that 
every essential organizational function 
of the church can be effectively car-
ried out through these groups. 
In these last days, so parallel to 
New Testament times, church build-
ings are an anachronism the Church 
cannot afford to keep. 
CHURCH NEWS 
from page six 
A tribute to Jacob F. Eisenhower, grandfather 
of the former President, was read by Dr. Harold 
H. Engle, chairman of the Board of Trustees. 
A response on behalf of the family was given 
by David Eisenhower, a great-great-grandson 
of Jacob F. Eisenhower. 
Music for the dedication service was pro-
vided by the Messiah College Choral Society. 
Recognition of doners was given. 
Following the dedication service, students 
and alumni met in a touch-football game. 
The Alumni Banquet in the evening was fol-
lowed by the Alumni Gala, featuring alumni 
concert artists John Eaken, Loine Bert, and 
Richard Crist. A chorus of former Male Chorus 
members, directed by Professor Earl Miller, 
sang their traditional theme song. 
Christmas Choral Program 
A candlelight processional will introduce the 
Christmas Choral program at 7:30 p.m., De-
cember 3, in the Campus Center. 
Choral Society will perform a contemporary 
setting of the "Magnificat" (Song of Mary) by 
Pinkham. "Christmas Day," a carol fantasy by 
Hoist, will be sung by the Choral Union. The 
Chamber Choir, Girls' Chorus, and Brass Choir 
will also take part in the evening of Christmas 
music. The congregation will participate in the 
singing of carols. 
Cancellation 
The Cultural Series event scheduled for 
November 28, the Columbus Boy choir, has 
been cancelled. 
The next Cultural Series program is the 
Woodwind Arts Quintet from the University 
of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, February 1. 
ALLEGHENY 
CONFERENCE 
Special guest speaker at Canoe Creek on 
Oct. 22, was Captain Charles McCaffery, public 
relations director for the York police. The 
Sunday school observed "Honor Family Sun-
day" a part of the Fall Forward Sunday School 
Campaign. The Christ's Crusaders, youth 
group of the church, sponsored a hay ride on 
Oct. 7. Rev. Steven Mcllveen is the pastor. 
The Men's Fellowship of the Chambersburg 
Church held their Ladies' Night Banquet on 
Oct. 14, at the Scotland Community Center. 
The Young married Class prepared the meal 
and served nearly 100 persons. Bishop Henry 
A. Ginder was the guest speaker with the Chris-
tian Volunteers Quartet presenting special 
music. The pastor is Rev. Charles W. Rife. 
The Hanover congregation reports 18 persons 
baptized during the months of September and 
October. Four children were dedicated to the 
Lord on Aug. 22. The Sunday School has 
doubled within the past year. Rev. Kenneth 
Reid is the pastor. 
ATLANTIC CONFERENCE 
The Bellevue Park congregation engaged in an 
evangelistic campaign from Nov. 5-12. Prior to 
the meetings, 200 copies of "Good News for 
Modern Man" were distributed door to door 
Evangelical Visitor 
throughout the church community along with 
a flyer, "Eight Days for God," inviting people 
to the evangelistic services. Guest speaker 
for the services was Rev. Charles Norman, 
Abilene, Kan. Special music was provided by 
churches in the area. Rev. John K. Stoner is 
the pastor. 
The Mt. Pleasant congregation reports 
several special services during the past month. 
On Oct. 7, "The Gospel Tide Hour Radio 
Chorus" and "The Wainfleet Gospel Four" 
presented an evening program of songs and 
messages. Rev. Glenn Eshleman, Manheim, 
showed his pictures "Our Father Planned it 
All." On Tuesday, Oct. 8, a father and son 
banquet was held for the four former churches 
of the Rapho District. Rev. Harry Bert is the 
pastor. 
CANADIAN CONFERENCE 
The Ridgemount Congregation observed 
Anniversary Sunday on Oct. 22, 1972. 
Dedication dates were on Oct. 11, 1959 for 
the church and Oct. 10, 1971 for the parsonage. 
The morning message was given by Bishop Roy 
Sider. A "family style" meal was served in 
the church basement following the worship 
service. The pastor is Rev. John Schock. 
On Sunday evening, Oct. 29, Rev. Alan 
Forbes, Director of Youth Time Christian 
Center, Buffalo, was the guest speaker at the 
Welland Church. The "Center Sounds," a 
youth group, sang, and shared their faith in 
Jesus Christ. Several persons publicly re-
sponded when the invitation was given. Rev. 
Douglas Sider is the pastor at Welland. 
CENTRAL CONFERENCE 
Rally Day was held at the Christian Union 
Church on Oct. 22. "The Jubileers Gospel 
Singers," from Angola and Ligonier, Indiana 
presented special music for the morning 
worship service. They also presented a 
program of music in the afternoon. Rev. H. 
Melvin Boose is the pastor. 
Records were broken at Pomeroy Chapel 
during October. On Oct. 8, a record offering of 
S600 was given and on Oct. 29, a record was 
broken in Sunday School attendance with 161 
present. Pomeroy Chapel used the Forward 
Campaign during the month of October. The 
pastor is Rev. David Buckwalter. 
The "Cross Roads Four Quartet" and "The 
Junior Trio" from Columbia, Ky. presented a 
program of gospel singing in the Western 
Hills Church, Cincinnati, Ohio, in the Sunday 
afternoon and evening services, Oct. 29. Rev. 
Andrew Stoner is the pastor. 
MIDWEST CONFERENCE 
The Dallas Center congregation, Iowa, 
opened the Sunday School campaign on Oct. 1, 
with guests, Rev. and Mrs. Samuel Lady, 
Dallastown, Pa., and Rev. and Mrs. Dennis 
Good and family of Washington, Iowa. Rev. 
Good was speaker for the Sunday School 
opening and Rev. Lady was speaker for the 
morning worship and evening services. Mrs. 
Good gave a special number in song. A carry-
in dinner was served after the morning service. 
Rev. Millard Haldeman is the pastor. 
BIRTHS 
Holtry: Daniel Lee, born Aug. 3 to Mr. 
and Mrs. Dennis Holtry, Longview, Texas. 
The Holtrys are from the Chambersburg con-
gregation, Pa. 
Hoover: Franklin Thomas David, born Sept. 
21 to Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Hoover, Boyle 
congregation, Ontario. 
Mcllveen: Penny Lynn, born Oct. 17 to Rev. 
and Mrs. Steven Mcllveen, Canoe Creek 
congregation, Pa. 
Meinsma: Pamela Kay, born Oct. 6 to Mr. 
and Mrs. Kenny Meinsma, Morrison congre-
gation, III. 
Otten: Rebecca Sue, born Oct. 3 to Mr. and 
Mrs. Duane Otten, Carlisle congregation, Pa. 
Peachey: Rosella Joy, born Oct. 26 to Mr. 
and Mrs. Simon Peachey, Big Valley con-
gregation, Pa. 
Pottorff: Kirby Allen and Kenneth Earl, born 
June 29 to Mr. and Mrs. Howlen Pottorff, 
Hanover congregation, Pa. 
Schopf: James Robert, born Oct. 4 to Mr. 
and Mrs. Ed Schopf, Manor congregation, 
Pa. 
Wingert: Chad Gregory, born Oct. 7 to 
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Wingert, Carlisle 
congregation, Pa. 
WEDDINGS 
Grabill-Shafer: Joan, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Eldon Shafer, Massillon, Ohio, and 
Galen, son of Mr. and Mrs. Paul Grabill, 
Sippo congregation, Oct. 14 in the Chapel of 
the Cross United Methodist, Massillon, with 
Rev. Ken Hoke officiating. 
Potteiger-Howell: Ruth Marie, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Harold J. Howell, Rhodes, Iowa, 
and James Nelson, son of Mr. and Mrs. Eugene 
H. Potteiger, Mechanicsburg, Pa., Sept. 29 in 
the Mechanicsburg Church with Rev. Henry F. 
Landis officiating. 
Sentz-Hess: Martha Eileen, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Wilbur Hess, and Robert E., son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. Sentz, Sr., both of 
Mt. Joy, Pa., Oct. 7 in the Cross Roads 
Church, Pa. with Rev. Roy J. Peterman 
officiating. 
Sollenberger-Kurtz: Nancy, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Clarence Kurtz, Sarasota, Fla., and 
Greg, son of Mr. and Mrs. Chester H. 
Sollenberger in the Tuttle Avenue Mennonite 
Church, Sarasota, Fla. with Rev. John Shenk 
officiating. 
Troyer-Barr: Judith Elaine, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Richard C. Barr, Quarryville, Pa., 
and J. Steven Troyer, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert E. Troyer, Elida, Ohio, Aug. 19 in the 
Grantham Church with Rev. Ray A. Strawser 
and Dr. K. B. Hoover officiating. 
Zercher-Engle: Kathy, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Oliver Engle, and Marvin, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Ray Zercher, Aug. 26 in the Zion 




Hostetler: Jonas Hostetler, North Lawrence, 
Ohio, died Oct. 26, 1972. He is survived by his 
wife, Esther; five sons: Jack, Roy, Paul, Ervan, 
and Robert; four daughters: Mrs. Paul Grabill, 
Mrs. Charles Longworth, Mrs. Ray Miller, 
Mrs. Daniel Lenehan; and a stepdaughter, Alice 
Schrock. He is also survived by three brothers, 
five sisters, 25 grandchildren and 10 great 
grandchildren. Two daughters, a son, and his 
first wife preceded him in death. He was a 
member of the Sippo Brethren in Christ Church, 
Ohio, where he served as deacon for 38 years. 
The funeral service was held at the Pleasant 
View Mennonite Church, North Lawrence, 
Ohio, with Dr. Archie Penner officiating. 
Interment was in Pleasant View cemetery. 
Housser: J. Wesley Housser, born July 26, 
1931, in Markham, Ontario, died Oct. 15, 1972 
in t he K i n d e r s l ey U n i on H o s p i t a l , 
Saskatchewan. He was the son of John and 
Anna Housser. On Aug. 21, 1954, he was mar-
ried to Reeta Nix who survives. He is also 
survived by his parents; two sons, Paul and 
Dale; two daughters, Donna and Esther; and his 
grandmother. He was a member of the 
Kindersley Brethren in Christ Church having 
served as deacon, Sunday school teacher, 
trustee, and church board member. 
Lesher: Ira H. Lesher, born July 2, 1897, in 
Antrim Township, Pa., died Oct. 12, 1972 in 
the Chambersburg Hospital, Pa. He was the 
son of Jacob G. and Estella Hollinger Lesher. 
He is survived by his wife, Gladys Buck-
waiter Lesher; one son, J. Ira; two grand-
sons; two brothers; one sister; and a number 
of nieces and nephews. He was a member 
of the Chambersburg Brethren in Christ 
Church. The funeral service was held in the 
Chambersburg Church with Rev. Charles W. 
Rife and Rev. Jacob Bowers officiating. In-
terment was in the Montgomery cemetery. 
Martin: Rhoda H. Martin, born June 14, 
1900, in Elizabethtown, Pa., died Oct. 21, 1972 
in the Hanover General Hospital. She was the 
daughter of Amos and Frances Hostetler 
Martin. She was married to Paul O. Martin who 
survives. Also surviving are a daughter, Mrs. 
Robert E. Sentz, and a son, Rev. Paul A. 
Martin, Jr. A son and a daughter preceded her 
in death. Eight grandchildren and two great 
grandchildren survive. She was a member of the 
Cross Roads Brethren in Christ Church. The 
funeral service was held in the Cross Roads 
Church with Rev. John L. Rosenberry and Rev. 
Roy J. Peterman officiating. Interment was in 
the adjoining cemetery. 
Switzer: Annie Grace Switzer, born Aug. 6, 
1894, near Abilene, Kansas, died Oct. 8, 1972, 
in the Hydro Manor, Hydro, Okla. On Oct. 28, 
1915, she was married to Aaron Switzer who 
preceded her in death. A son, Eldon, also 
preceded her in death. She is survived by four 
sons: Ira, Harry, Aaron L., and Paul; one 
daughter, Mrs. Richard Allen; 17 grandchil-
dren; four great grandchildren; and Mrs. 
Laymon Waters, a member of the home for a 
number of years, who considered the deceased 
as a mother. Also surviving are two brothers 
and four sisters. The funeral service was held at 
the Bethany at the Bethany Brethren in Christ 
Church, Thomas, Okla., with Rev. Henry F. 




From Faith to Faith 
The power.of Jesus evidenced in the calming of the 
storm as recounted in Mark 4 has overshadowed what 
may well have been the crucial emphasis in that narrative 
as indicated in the question Jesus asked: "Why are you 
afraid, Have you no faith?" 
Would we not expect that the turning of the disciples 
to Jesus in this time of peril to be an evidence of faith? 
Are we not taught that the life of faith is expressed in 
bringing to God our concerns and our needs in expecta-
tion and confidence of His help? Why then this gentle 
rebuke by Jesus, "Have you no faith?" 
What did Jesus see as evidence of their lack of faith? 
Was it their fear and turning to Him? What would He 
have taken as evidence of faith? Would it not have been 
their riding out the storm in the knowledge of His 
presence? Is it possible that our seeking God's inter-
vention on our behalf can be an evidence of the absence 
of faith rather than its presence? 
We recall the account of the three young men in the 
book of Daniel who for their refusal to worship the 
image were thrown into a furnace. Of high interest in 
this account is their miraculous deliverance. But it 
should be clear from the narrative that the evidence 
of their faith was not that they came out of the furnace 
but rather that they went in. 
We would not be faithful to Scripture if we did not see 
in faith that which asks in confidence for that which we 
need—and we do have needs! But we would fail to under-
stand the full dimension of faith when we measure it by 
its ability to move God to do our will. The more sure 
evidence of faith is our commitment to His will. 
A reading of Hebrews eleven will show that it was 
through faith that the mouths of lions were stopped and 
the dead brought back to life but others through faith 
were stoned and sawn asunder; were destitute and 
afflicted. We would do a grave injustice to the under-
standing of faith if we assumed that those who escaped 
had more faith than those who endured. ' 
The proof of faith is not primarily our ability to get 
God to do our asking. A more sure evidence is our 
commitment to do His will even though the sea is rough, 
the furnace hot, and affliction is our lot. Z 
How to Grow 
Without Getting Bigger 
Homecoming at Messiah was something special this 
year. Highlighting the weekend was the dedication of 
the Jacob F. Eisenhower Campus Center. The gathering 
of the Upland-Messiah Alumni for the banquet in one 
of the commodious dining rooms of the Center was a 
great experience. 
My responsibilities during the week of Homecoming 
took me to the Philadelphia Campus on North Broad 
Street and back to the Grantham Campus later in the 
. week. It was a meaningful week for me. Meaningful 
because my present association with the college is a 
continuation of a relationship extending back nearly 
forty years. 
My parents moved to a farm adjacent to the campus 
in the early thirties. High on the list of reasons for this 
move was their desire for their sons to attend Messiah— 
at that time an academy and Bible college. I farmed the 
fields where the new buildings now stand. The Alumni 
Auditorium was built shortly after our arrival. One 
would have had to play basketball in the Model School 
(now the Public Relations Offices) or stand in the back 
of the old chapel during an evening's program to 
realize how commodious this new Alumni Auditorium 
seemed to be. 
The student enrollment was less than one hundred. 
Faculty came to the classroom from their farms, their 
bricklaying, and their apiaries. They served in pastorates 
and as evangelists. They came from mission fields. The 
college had one phone and it was on a party line. I recall 
an Alumni Executive meeting when the president of the 
school was encouraged and evidently persuaded to install 
a private phone in his office. 
The college has changed since those days. In spite of 
nostalgia and sentimental memories I like what I see. 
I would not suggest that there are no changes which 
some would like to have made. It is not possible to 
formulate and implement an academic philosophy which 
will be totally acceptable to each of the faculty; or a 
social and ethos pattern for campus life that will satisfy 
all students; or an admissions policy agreeable to all 
parents; or a theological and spiritual emphasis endorsed 
by the entire church. Inherent in an academic community 
is the ferment that manifests itself in the areas we have 
just suggested. But if one can view the college with per-
spective it is a great view. 
The college is approaching that plateau in enrollment 
and in facilities established by the administration in its 
long range planning. A major addition to the library is 
necessary and contemplated to accommodate the present 
and anticipated student body and to house new forms of 
learning resources. As this plateau is reached how does a 
college grow without getting bigger? What now will 
absorb the energy and creativity of those responsible 
for the leadership at all levels of college life? 
We do not presume to answer this question except to 
say that growth in maturity of purpose and mission may 
well be the way to grow without getting bigger. A 
maturity which adds increased meaning to the identity 
of the institution as a Christian liberals arts college. 
We use the term Christian rather glibly these days. We 
read into it meanings that reflect our own background 
and understanding. A Christian institution needs to 
decide the real significance of the word Christian as it 
uses the term. This is true of Messiah. One of the evi-
dences of growth will be the fruits of a rigorous and 
constant endeavor to discover what it means to be a 
Christian academic institution within a liberal arts 
context. 
The motto on the college seal "Christ Preeminent" 
may well give a point of reference. It is possible for man-
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